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menon is the supply of a succulent lung. Both are true and essential causes; yet we only call by the name of cause the particular factor, out of innumerable others, in which we happen to be interested. All the others we name "conditions." In that particular collocation of matter and energy known as a lung swarming with bacilli, the man takes the lung with its metabolic processes for granted, and ascribes the cause of the phenomenon to the invasion of foreign bacilli; the bacilli take themselves for granted, and ascribe the cause of the phenomenon to the food supply constantly furnished to the lung.
The notion of cause has, therefore, both an objective and a subjective element. Objectively, the cause of any phenomenon is the preceding state of distribution of the matter and energy concerned in that phenomenon. From this point of view, it is plain that the efficient cause of the existing state of the Universe at any one moment is its state at the moment immediately preceding. Subjectively, we are interested, however, only in the evolution of some part of the component matter and energy, and we are in the habit of conferring the name of cause only on that particular factor in the evolution that happens to interest us, while designating the other factors conditions.
The above definition of cause at once clears up the problem of the difference between " how " and u why." Many men of science, following Mach and Karl Pearson, have affirmed that science can never explain more than " how " events occur: it can never touch the problem of " why " they occur. On this second point humanity must always rest ignorant. They have thus set up a deep and fundamental distinction between " how " and " why " which a very moderate amount of analysis suffices altogether to dispel. I must ask the reader once more to visualize the Universe as consisting of a fixed sum of matter and energy undergoing redistribution. Consider some momentary and circumscribed phase of that evolution, which iu ordinary language is called an event, and let us see how